
CANDIDATE SURVEY - Climate and Biodiversity 

ResponseQuestion

1. Pleaseclick the statement
that best reflects your views.

“Climate change” means global warming: it is human-caused and requires 
urgent action by all levels of government. 
The climate may be changing but it is not human-caused and there is nothing 
we can do about it. 

The climate has always changed and there is no problem.

3. Do you believe this
statement is true or false?
Please indicate your response

“The severity of bushfires is increasingly due to climate 
change.” 

2. Please click the actions you
would encourage Council to
take.

Commit to a target of 100% renewable energy for council operations by 2025.

Commit to a target of net zero carbon emissions for the community by 2030.

Acknowledge that we are in a state of climate emergency that requires urgent 
action by all levels of government, including by local councils.

TRUE 

FALSE 
Don’t 
know 

Qs 4–14   How would you as a Colac Otway Shire Councillor prioritise action on the following (please click the button): High 
priority 

Low 
priority

No 
priority 

Don’t 
know

4. Adaptation to bushfire risk?

5. Support a “post-COVID19 recovery” focused on jobs and industries in renewable energy?

6. Long term, evidence-based coastal erosion solutions for the shire?

7.Protection of local biodiversity, including Otways groundwater-dependent ecosystems?

8. Minimising the use of toxic sprays (e.g. glyphosate) in the shire?

9. Installation of large scale solar energy systems in shire?

10. Support for "solar bulk buy " programs for residents?

11. Support for local regenerative farming practices?

12. Projects to improve urban greening?

13. Transitioning Council to electric vehicles and supporting infrastructure development for local uptake?

14. Planning Scheme amendments to achieve environmentally sustainable development?



15. Please take this opportunity to clarify, in your
own words, what climate and environment
challenges are facing the shire?

16.If you are elected/re-elected, please indicate
your three highest priority areas for the Council’s
attention in the next two years (2021-2022)

17. Please feel free to add other comments

 Thank you for completing this survey. Authorised by Marina Lewis for Climate Action Team, Colac Otway Shire, c/o Gellibrand River Post 
Office, Victoria 3239. Email: citizensforclimateaction.cos@gmail.com 
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	15 Please take this opportunity to clarify in your own words what climate and environment challenges are facing the shire: My work in climate change abatement over the last decade with CSIRO and other climate specialist tells me that ongoing climate change is highly likely to result in longer droughts, more hot dry weather conducive to catastrophic fires, more intense storms, more severe floods & increased coastal/lake shoreline erosion depending on location. Any of these events has the potential to cause a major disruption of our local economy & the wellbeing of our people.
	16If you are electedreelected please indicate your three highest priority areas for the Councils attention in the next two years 20212022: I am uncomfortable to answer this question without the benefit of council briefing papers and community consultation. I can assure the people of Colac Otway Shire that I will listen to a broad cross-section of community views, look closely at the community satisfaction survey, consider the latest science, and apply my skills, experience and common sense to vote responsibly in the best interests of the community.
	17 Please feel free to add other comments: I am uncomfortable with the limited choices in your survey questions, so please find my Q2 and Q3 nswers below:Q2 - I accept and understand the science that says the need to reduce carbon emissions is now urgent- Subject to consultation and availability of funds, I will push for update of Council's 2013 Carbon Neutral Roadmap with a target of zero net carbon emissions from Council operations by 2022, if not sooner.- Subject to consultation and availability of funds, I will push for a target of zero net carbon emissions from the Colac Otway community by 2035, if not soonerQ3 - Climate change is one of a number of factors that are likely increasing the severity of bushfires Please advise readers that more detail on my answer is contained in my Statement on Climate & Environment at www.facebook.com/costinforcouncil/
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